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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-92
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: January 26, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: R, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: January 28, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 320 – Building Code, General Provisions – to make it a Class C offense for a person to by physically present in or to allow others to be physically present in any building or structure that has been posted by the City’s Building Official as unsafe. It provides that the Chief of the Building Inspection Division may give written authorization for persons to enter such posted buildings to take corrective actions, which written authorization must be posted at the site during such corrective actions.
Background Information: While the existing Chapter authorizes the Building Official to declare a building unsafe and order it vacated, the Code at present does not specifically make it an offense to violate the Building Official’s order by remaining in or returning to the unsafe structure. The Code does provide that it is a Class C offense for any person to be physically present in a building ordered to be vacated by the Fire Marshall; this bill would create a similar provision to provide for enforcement of the Building Official’s declaration. The penalty for a Class C offense is a fine of not more than $100 and/or imprisonment for up to 60 days.
Policy Impact Area: Enforcement of public safety regulations
Fiscal Impact: None to City
Analyst: Clements
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